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BYLAWS

Section 1.  Name and Objectives

The name of this organization shall be the Illinois Chapter of the American Fisheries Society, and hereinafter referred to as the Chapter.

The objectives of the Chapter shall be those of the American Fisheries Society as set forth in Article I of the constitution, and to encourage the exchange of information by members of the American Fisheries Society residing within the State of Illinois.

All activities of the Chapter shall conform to the Society’s Constitution, Rules, and Procedures.

Section 2.  Membership
Individuals or organizations interested in the Chapter and its objectives may become members in one of the following ways:

A.  ACTIVE MEMBERS are those individuals who are currently members in good standing of both the American Fisheries Society and the Illinois Chapter and reside in the State of Illinois.  Only Active Members may vote, hold office, or chair a committee.  

B.  AFFILIATE MEMBERS are non-voting individuals or organizations who wish to support the Chapter and its objectives and have paid annual calendar year dues (January 1- December 31) to the Chapter.

C.  Members of University of Illinois, Southern Illinois University, and Eastern Illinois University Student Subunit(s) shall be recognized as Chapter Members.  Only Active Members may vote, hold office, or chair a committee.

Section 3.  Officers


1.  The officers of the Chapter shall consist of a President, President-Elect, 
Secretary-Treasurer, and immediate Past President.


2.  All officers must be members in good standing of the Society.

3.  Officers shall be nominated by a nominating committee chaired by the immediate Past-President.  Additional members may be nominated from the floor during the business meeting at the annual meeting.  Officers shall be elected by a majority of ballots cast at the annual meeting.  

4.  Terms of newly elected officers shall change at the fall Executive Committee meeting following the annual meeting.

5.  The Secretary-Treasurer may hold office for a period longer than one year, but the term of the other officers shall be one year.  

6.  In the event of a vacated position, the Executive Committee shall appoint a qualified replacement to fill an unexpired term.  In the event of a cancellation of an annual meeting, the officers and the members of any committees shall continue to serve until the next scheduled meeting.

Section 4.  Duties of Officers

1.  The President of the Chapter shall:



A.  Preside at all meetings;



B.  Serve as the Chair of the Executive Committee;

C.  Appoint all committees and chairs;

D.  Represent the Chapter to the North Central Division and to the American Fisheries Society;

E.  Make such appointments and perform other duties and functions as are authorized and necessary; and



F.  Proceed to the office of Past-President at the end of the term.


2.  The President-Elect shall:

A.  Assume the duties of the President in the event of his/her absence or his/her inability to act;

B.  Serve on the Executive Committee and as Chair of the Program Committee; and



C.  Advance to the office of President at the end of the term.


3.  The Secretary-Treasurer shall:

A.  Keep the official records of the Chapter; collect and be custodian of any fees or assessment authorized by these Bylaws and any funds which may be allotted to the Chapter;

B.  Disburse funds as may be authorized by either the membership or Executive Committee;

C.  Submit a record of receipts and disbursements at the Annual Chapter meeting and maintain financial records in standard accounting format for review by Society officers and staff as needed or required;  

D. Submit minutes of the annual Chapter business meeting to the Executive Director and to the secretary-treasurer of the Division within 30 days after the annual Chapter meeting is held;

E. Forward any proposed Bylaw changes to the Executive Director for review by the AFS Constitutional Consultant prior to presentation of changes to the Society’s Governing Board for approval;



F.  Serve on the Executive Committee;



G.  Advance to the office of President-Elect;



H.  Conduct the election of officers; and,

I.  Perform such duties as may be requested by the Secretary-Treasurer of the American Fisheries Society and of the North Central Division.


4.  The immediate Past-President shall:



A.  Serve on the Executive Committee;



B.  Serve as chair of the Nominating Committee; and,



C.  Assist the other officers as needed.


5.  Two Members-at-Large shall:



A.  Serve on the Executive Committee; and

B.  Communicate the needs and wants of the Chapter members to the Executive officers.

Section 5.  Executive Committee
1. The Executive Committee of the Chapter shall consist of the elected officers including the immediate past President, as well as two elected members-at-large.  

2.  The Executive Committee is authorized to act for the Chapter between meetings and to perform appropriate duties and functions.

3.  A quorum is required for transaction of official business at an Executive Committee meeting.  A quorum for an Executive Committee meeting shall consist of four of the members.  Executive Committee members may appoint a proxy.

4.  Each member of the Executive Committee shall have one vote on Executive Committee decisions.  In the event of a tie, the President’s vote shall be the deciding vote.

5.  Executive Committee meetings are called by the President and are typically held quarterly.

Section 6.  Meetings and Voting
1.  The Chapter shall hold an annual meeting at a time and place designated by the Executive Committee.  Special meetings may be called by the President with approval of the Executive Committee.

2.  A quorum is required for transaction of official business and shall be at least twenty members.  

3.  Business and voting may be conducted via mail or electronic media if approved by the Executive Committee.

4.  Unless otherwise specified in these Bylaws or the Constitution of the Society, business shall be conducted according to the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order.

5.  Decisions at meetings are by simple majority of Active Members voting, except 2/3 majorities are required in special cases such as amending the Bylaws and suspending a Rule.

Section 7.  Chapter Committees
1.  Committees and Chairs of the Committees, except as listed in Section 5 of these Bylaws shall be appointed and charged by the President.  Except for Standing Committees, the Chapter committees shall end upon the discharge of the duties for which they were appointed.
2.  Standing Committees help the President and the Executive Committee conduct the Chapter’s affairs, and the Chairs should report their committee’s activities, findings, and recommendations at annual Unit meetings and interim meetings of the Executive Committee.


3.  The Chapter has established the following Standing Committees:

A.  Archival – This committee serves as the depository for Chapter documents and historical Chapter records.

B.  Arrangements - This committee negotiates a contract with the facility chosen for the next annual meeting and is responsible for providing meals and audio visual equipment, as well as making other arrangements necessary for the annual meeting.

C.  Awards - This committee solicits nomination and selects appropriate recipients of Chapter, Division, and Parent Society awards.  

D.  Continuing Education - This committee provides Chapter members and other Illinois aquatic resource professionals with the opportunity for continuing professional development through continuing education courses. 

E.  Environmental Concerns - This committee develops positions and responses to issues of pollution, introduced species, and other human related perturbations on the aquatic ecosystems of Illinois. 

F.  ILAFS Web Page - This committee is responsible for maintaining current information on the Chapter’s web page.

G.  Illinois Environmental Council - This committee is responsible for informing the membership of pending legislation related to fisheries, aquatic environments, and the fishery profession.    

H.  Illinois Wildlife Action Team - This committee is responsible for the Chapter’s participation as a core member of the Illinois Action Team.  The Team ensures steps described in the Illinois Wildlife Action Plan become “on the ground” results, 2) facilitates communication and collaboration among key conservation partners, and 3) guides and shapes future priorities for wildlife and habitat conservation through updates to the Illinois Wildlife Action Plan.

I.  Membership - This committee is responsible for maintaining and increasing the membership of the Chapter.

J.  Newsletter - This committee is responsible for compiling, editing, printing, and distributing the Chapter newsletter.

K.  Nominations - This committee is responsible for identifying qualified members for recommendation to the office of Secretary-Treasurer.  The immediate Past President serves as Chair. 

L.  Raffle - This committee organizes the raffle held at each annual meeting.

M.  Resolutions - This committee is responsible for compiling bylaw changes and distributing that information to Chapter members at least 30 days before the annual meeting.

N.  Student Concerns - This committee provides liaison between student members of the Illinois Chapter and non-student members.  

O.  Time and Place - This committee obtains bids for the location of the following annual meeting and presents the possibilities to the Executive Committee.  

Section 8.  Dues and Registration 
1.  The Executive Committee shall establish annual dues, necessary to cover the costs of Chapter activities subject to the approval of the members voting at the annual meeting.  


2.  The Executive Committee may assess registration fees for annual meetings.  

Section  9.  Amendments of the Bylaws
1.  The Bylaws are the defining document for the Unit and take precedence over all other rules and procedures of the Unit.  The Bylaws cannot be suspended and cannot be changed without prior notice to members.

A.  The Bylaws may be amended by a 2/3 majority of Active Members choosing to vote, provided that the proposed amendment(s) are circulated in writing and/or electronically to the membership at least 30 days prior to voting.

B.  In accordance with the Society Constitution, an adopted amendment shall be reviewed by the Society’s Constitutional Consultant for conformity with the Constitution, Rules and Procedures of the Society.  The Constitutional Consultant presents the adopted amendment of the Society Governing Board for approval.

C.  Amendments take effect when the Chapter receives written notice of their approval by the Governing Board from the Executive Director.  












